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SUBJECT: NEWLY FORMED NTUF FACES FIRST CRISIS 
REF: LAGOS 6922 

SUMMARY: EMBRYONIC NTUF SUFFERED SET-BACK WHEN ONE PARTICIPATING 
UNION, NWC, CLAIMED IT HAD NOT SIGNED AGREEMENT TO MERGE. NWC 
CLAIMS DECEIT AND HASTE AS BASIS FOR THEIR REFUSAL TO DISSOLVE 
BUT LEAVES DOOR OPEN FOR FULL SCALE MERGER. END SUMMARY 

1. NEWLY CREATED NIGERIAN TRADE UNION FEDERATION (NTUF) 

SUFFERED FIRST SET-BACK OVER WEEKEND WHEN LEADERS OF NIGERIAN 
WORKERS COUNCIL (NWC) HELD PRESS CONFERENCE TO DENY NWC'S 
WILLINGNESS TO DISSOLVE. NWC PRESIDENT R. A. ADELE AND 
GENERAL SECRETARY J. U. AKPAN TOLD PRESS NWC HAD AGREED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN NTUF BUT COMMITTEE CREATED TO EXPLORE 
FORMATION OF NEW NATIONAL CENTER HAD NOT COMPLETED ITS WORK 
AND NWC HAD THEREFORE NOT SIGNED AUGUST 23 AGREEMENT. THEY 
ACCUSED NTUC LEADERS OF IGNORING NWC ADVICE TO CANCEL AUGUST 23 
MERGER MEETING UNIT ALL PROBLEMS CONCERNING NEW CENTER HAD BEEN 
SOLVED. NWC LEADERS SPECIFICALLY ASSERTED THAT PROBLEMS OF 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF VARIOUS NATIONAL CENTERS COMBINING 
TO FORM NTUF MUST BE SETTLED BEFORE NWC CAN CONSIDER 
DISSOLUTION. 
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2. AKPAN CLAIMS NWC ASSETS ARE NOT BEING GIVEN ADEQUATE 
RECOGNITION IN NEW GROUPING, WHILE LUF IS BEING GIVEN CREDIT 
FOR NON-EXISTENT ASSETS. HE ALSO CHARGES NTUC LEADERS WITH 
PUSHING MERGER AT FASTER PACE THAN THAT ORIGINALLY AGREED UPON. 

3. NWC CONSIDERS ITSELF AS PART OF NTUF BUT NOT O EXTENT 
THAT IT WILL DISSOLVE ITS EXECUTIVE. DISSOLUTION WILL TAKE 
PLACE, IF AT ALL, ONLY WHEN QUESTION OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
HAS BEEN SOLVED. 

4. NTUF FORMATION ALSO GAVE RISE TO REACTIONS FROM OTHER 
UNION CENTERS. ULC WESTERN STATE SECRETARY, G. K. BALOGUN, SAID 
ULC REMAINS INTERESTED IN ASSOCIATING WITH ORGANIZATIONS 
VOLUNTARILY JOINED TOGETHER BUT VIEWS NTUF AS AN ATTEMPT TO 
RE-GROUP LABOR LEADERS AND NOT TRADE UNIONS OR THEIR MEMBERS. 
NIGERIAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, MINOR SPLINTER GROUP, CLAIMS 
NTUF IS POLITICALLY MOTIVATED AND IS COMPOSED OF INCOMPATIBLE 
GROUPS. NFL LEADER BASSEY ETIENAM QUESTIONS 

ABILITY OF NTUF TO ENCOMPASS NTUC’S AFFILIATION WITH WFTU 
AND NWC'S AFFILIATION WITH WCL. 

5. COMMENT: NWC STATEMENT APPEARS AS FIRST OVERT SIGN THAT 
NTUF UNITY MAY BE EPHERMERAL. WHILE NWC LEAVES ROOM FOR 
CONTINUED ASSOCIATION WITH NTUF, PUBLIC REVELATION OF 
DIFFERENCES COULD MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR MERGER TO TAKE PLACE. 
NWC LEADERS HAVE BEEN CLOSE TO ULC OFFICIALS IN THE PAST, 

AND PRESENT NWC RELUVANCE TOWARD NTUF COULD REFLECT ULC'S 
INFLUENCE. RELUCTANCE MAY ALSO REFLECT RECOGNITION BY NWC 
OFFICIALS THAT MERGER WITH NTUF WOULD BE FINAL, AS NEW TRADE 
UNION DECREE MAKES IT EXTREMELY DIFFICULT FOR SPLINTER GROUPS 
TO FORM ANOTHER NATIONAL CENTER. NWC LEADERS, IN POSITION TO 
STAND PAT WITH THEIR FMG RECOGNITION AS NATIONAL CENTER, 

MAY FEEL THEY CAN USE NTUF/ULC RIVALRY TO THEIR ADVANTAGE 
AND WAIT FOR TWO GROUPS TO ATTEMPT TO OUT-BID EACH OTHER. 
REINHARDT 
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